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WELCOME

. . . Est. 199
February is often associated with love, but love for st. OGS 1055
our town means more than cards and chocolates -

it means care, accountability, and standing up for H U N T R O C H E

what matters.

This month, a concerned local resident has written
with strong views on the importance of robust
anti-corruption procedures within our local council,
reminding us all that transparency and trust are not
optional, but a legal and moral duty.

Southend Against Sewage return with a compelling

and sobering article on the five key brooks in South
East Essex affecting Southend. Their findings reveal
elevated levels of phosphates, nitrates and E. colj,
painting a worrying picture for public health and
our environment.

Martin England, Head of Save Hadleigh Farmland

Group, provides an update on the ongoing battle
surrounding the Salvation Army Farmland, a fight
many residents continue to feel deeply connected
to.

Don't forget, this month’s Oracle competition
includes a pair of tickets to LAUREL & HARDY,
celebrating the most influential comedy
partnership of all time with a new 100th
anniversary touring show, presented by Neil Brand.
Appearing at Palace Theatre, Westcliff on Sunday,
19 April 2026. Competition ends 28 February
2026.

As ever, this edition reflects the passion, vigilance
and voices of our community.

Happy Valentines!

o el LETTINGS

-

Emma Wynne-Morgan
Publisher

Our infrastructure can't cope with an additional

77,662 houses to replace greenbelt

Join the Green Belters Group —residents
unite to protect our Green Belt and
demand vital infrastructure.

Call now:

Sales
01702 588599
Lettings
01702 587755

VISIT savingsouthendsgreenbelt.co.uk
and contact your MP, Councillor, and the
Secretary of State - Steve Reed MP
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SERVICES

ESTABLISHED 1985 | FULL INSURED

A.E. Whistler City&‘

Decorating Award

1;987 GUiIds

QUALIFIED

52 Kimberley Road, Little Wakering,
Southend-On-Sea, Essex SS3 0JP
Tel: 01702 216944
Mob: 07967 568255
Email: jason@jacoxdecorating.com
Web: www.jacoxdecorating.com

NO JOB TOO SMALL AT
YOUR BECK AND CALL

T.HM

THE HANDYMAN PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE & BUILDING SERVICES

All aspects of home maintenance:
«Painting & decorating (interior and exterior)
« All Roof repairs  Gutter repairs & cleaning
» Fascia's & soffits « Plaster and rendering repairs
« UPVC window and door replacement/repairs » Shed bases
« Patios, patios repaired, cleaning patios & driveways
« Re-grouting tiles » Fencing and gates « Loft Boarding
« Garden walls repaired » Bathroom and Shower rooms
Just because it's not listed doesn’t mean
we don’t do it.

Give us a call and we’ll be happy to help.
Trustworthy and reliable with over 25
years’ experience in the building industry.
All works covered by liability insurance.

Free estimates and advice.

Telephone: 01702 307556
Mobile: 07984 490817

Website: www.thehandyman5.co.uk
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' Protect Your Choices®
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LastingP

f Attorneys

- > Two Types of LPAto

Cover What Matters Most:
ost of us spend time organising 1. Property and Financial LPA
our homes, our finances, and This allows your chosen person to manage
our lives, but very few of us practical matters such as paying bills,

. . dealing with banks, handling property,
stop to think about who would step in or managing investments. You can even

if we were suddenly unable to make choose to use this while you are still well,
decisions for ourselves. simply to make life easier if needed.

A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is simply a 2. Per_SonaflfWe_i!.farel LPAh Tfl\)l.s[_only
way of choosing, in advance, the person you S o e LYY
trust to act on your behalf if the unexpected make decisions yourself. It allows someone
ever happens. It ensures that your wishes are you FUSt%o decide on matters Sl:jCh as(jyvhlere
respected, your bills are managed, and important you five, the care you receive, and medica
decisions are made by someone who knows treatment, always guided by your wishes.
you, not by strangers or through lengthy legal

processes. It's not something just for later life. ; ; ;
Illness, accidents, or unexpected health changes L A T S T

can affect anyone at any time. Having an LPA enormous. It's a practical, thoughtful way to
in place means you remain in control of what protect both yourself and the people closest
happens, even if you cannot communicate those toyou.

choices yourself. It's about making sure that,

WhenThere S No Plan uin Place whatever happens, your choices
Without an LPA, your loved ones may face remain your own.

complex legal hurdles before they are allowed
to help you. Accessing bank accounts, managing
property, or making decisions about care can
become slow, stressful and expensive at the very
time your family is trying to focus on supporting
you.

Putting an LPA in place removes that burden.

It brings clarity, certainty, and reassurance for
everyone involved.

Arranging an LPA is not complicated, but

by Clive Rowe,
in association with
CWSE Ltd

M CWSE Will Writing « Power of Attorney * Trusts
\ j LIMITED Will Updating & Storage Facilities * Probate Administration

Call Clive Rowe on: 01702 393838
e: crowe@countrywide-se.com ® w: countrywide-se.co.uk # Oracle House, 11 Clarence Road, Southend SS1 1AN
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Spring 2026 is set to be a celebration you won't want to miss.
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% Join us at a Digital Tools Workshop

Join us to explore different digital tools and find out
how their functionality can save you time and money!

£7

DERERDER o

Book Your Spot for 2026!
The Launchpad, Rochford

£

Our interactive Digital Tools workshops help
you unlock the full potential of the tools you already
have, with hands-on activities and live demonstrations

. 01702934406 | B& info@goodchangepeople.com | & www.goodchangepeople.com

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS

Property Renovations
Bathroom Installations
Kitchen Fitting
Carpentry
Flooring
Plastering and Rendering
Painting and Decorating
Landscape Gardening
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Move forward
with confidence

Azets is a UK top 10 accountancy and business
advisory firm delivering accounting, tax, audit, advisory and

business services through a personal, local approach.

Our 4,000 local specialists deliver our services from over 70 office
locations to more than 80,000 clients across the UK and are here
to guide you through any challenges, ensuring you are making

the most of any opportunities available to you.

Get in touch with your local Azets advisor today

Southend | 01702 348646 | hello@azets.co.uk | azets.com
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LOCAL ISSUES

Why are Southend Council’s Councillor
anti-corruption procedures less stringent
than their neighbouring Councils?

Refer to the fact that Southend
Council seem to be lax wheniit
comes to deterring potential

Councillor corruption, compared to
their neighbours at Rochford District
Council and Castle Point Council.

| came to this conclusion after noticing on our
Council's public website that some of our 51

elected Councillor's ‘Declaration of Interest Forms'

were missing and many of those displayed on the
website showed that some Councillors had not
answered some of the mandatory questions and
left them blank.

This is not the first time | have had to remind our
Council of their legal duty to ensure that such
documentation is complete and available to the
public on their website. i.e. In 2016, | raised this
subject via my local Councillor and in 2023, |
addressed my concerns directly to the Council's
Chief Executive Officer which seemed to fall

on deaf ears, as it coincided with him suddenly
resigning on Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA)
terms, without there being any public explanation
for his departure.

Section 29 of the Localism Act 2011 requires

the Council's Monitoring Officer to establish and
maintain a register of interests of members of the
authority.

When after four months | had not received a
response from our Council regarding my recent
concerns about this subject, | referred to our
Council's Constitutional Document, which sets out
how our Council operates, how decisions are made
and procedures which are followed to ensure that
these are efficient, transparent and accountable to
local people.

It was at this stage of my research when | noticed
the Constitutional Document clearly defined what
information Councillors were expected to register
when declaring their interests. Reference: The
Code of Conduct for Councillors, Table 2, Other
Registerable Interests.

Char (table Declarations Removerd

However, the mandatory requirement to register
any involvement with organisations directed to
charitable purposes was not being reflected in the
recently revised Councillor Declaration of Interest
Forms, which are being displayed on the Council's
public website.

The law (Localism Act [

2011) requires elected
Councillors to declare
within 28 days of them
being elected their
pecuniary and non-
pecuniary interests and
act as a deterrent to

(b) exercising functions of a public nature.

c) directed towards charitable purposes

N\

1. Your membership of or the fact that you are in a position of general
management and control of any body:

(a) to which you have been appointed or nominated by your authority.

\NCOMPLETE

them from committing

any corrupt activities
within the Council's
business.

February 2026

(d) one of whose principal purposes includes the influence of public opinion or policy
(including any political party or trade union).

J
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LOCAL ISSUES

Continued from previous page

Council Response Leaves Key
Questions Unanswered!

| subsequently raised this issue with our Council
by asking them if this meant that Councillors who
belonged to organisations like freemasonry should
declare their interests and received the following
reply: It is the personal responsibility of each
elected Councillor to register any interests they
may have in compliance with the Code of Conduct
for Councillors. The Monitoring Officer may

advise Councillors but any decision rests with the
Councillors themselves.”

| did not believe this response clearly answered
my question, especially as the current Councillor
Declaration of Interest Forms do not draw
Councillor's attention to the fact that they are
required to register any involvement they have
with any organisations directed to charitable
purposes.

Alefg/qurf Set Higher Standdards

Further research has highlighted that our
neighbouring councils Rochford District and Castle
Point do require their Councillors to register any
interests they have with organisations directed to
charitable purposes.

On checking their websites, | found their
Councillors appeared to be open about their
interests, from giving answers that they were
members of freemasonry to belonging to scout
associations.

What | don't understand is why Southend Council
for years have been so lax, when it comes to their
Coundillor anti-corruption procedures compared
to their neighbouring councils, whose procedures
are far more robust and designed to demonstrate
a Councillor's openness and transparency when
conducting their council duties.

Tranfparency Prevents Future Conflicty

If in the future we have another example of
a Councillor accusing a fellow Councillor of

10 www.oraclepublications.co.uk

representing a housing developer, rather than his
residents, as in 2016, over planning consent on

a Shoeburyness flood plain. It is important that
Councillor's personal interests are clearly defined
when such accusations are being made. The last
thing we want is our Council's business decisions
to be unfairly influenced by an unelected third
party.

Legal Loopholef Undermine Accaunfabdi@

Unfortunately, our previous Government's decision
to abolish the Standards Board and replace it

with the flawed Localism Act 2011, now gives
Councillors a potential legal ‘get out’ clause, if
they plan to commit an offence and risk not being
detected for three years after committing an
offence. This could be a temptation when multi-
million-pound council contracts and planning
consents are at stake. The Localism Act 2011,
Chapter 7, Section 34, Offences (7) refers.

This potential legal 'get out’ clause needs to be
removed by Central Government action, hopefully,
supported by our two local MPs.

These changes are
required if we are to
protect the reputations of
the majority of our local
Councillors and Council

officers, who are trying to
do a good job and up hold
our democratic values.

By Dave Lee

Local Resident

February2026



SHARP SPACE

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

Designing and
constructing
kitchens and
bathrooms that
emanate style
and charm.

Our Services Include:

e Bathroom design & installation
« Kitchen design & installation
» Micro-cement

¢ Free initial consultation
& design '
We accept all major credit cards o
01702 882 188 & www.sharp-space.co.uk
= hello@sharp-space.co.uk
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BUILDING, MAINTENANCE,
PAINTING &DECORATING
CONTRACTOR

45 YEARS EXPERIENCE

* Brickwork Plastering
* Electrical Services
* Painting & Decorating
¢ Plumbing ¢ Landscaping

FULLY INSURED

Peter: 07930 816 678
24 HOUR CALL OUT

ROOM

AT THE

BACK

+ No planning permission required

* Wide choice of exterior finishes

+ Fully insulated for year round comfort
+ Lights, sockets and internet

* Double glazed windows and doors

OFFICES | GYMS | ANNEXES |
n /roomattheback
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Jury Financial
Solutions Limited

Stephen Jury s
01702 588896 g‘
07866 473415 amess

stephenjury@sjpp.co.uk l Place
www.juryfs.co.uk

The Partner Practice ks an Appointed Representative of and
represents only St. James's Place Wealth Management ple (which
is autharised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for
the purpose of advising solely on the Group's wealth management
products and services, more details of which ore set out on the
Group’s website www.sip.co.uk/preducts. The 'St. James's Place
Partnership’ and the titles ‘Partner’ and ‘Partner Practice’ are
marketing terms used to describe 5t. James’s Place representatives.

SJP Approved 20/3/2025

™

} & 01702 781285

M info@roomattheback.co.uk

BESPOKE
GARDEN
{00 ]|V

+ Bifolds, French or sliding doors

*» Plastered and painted

+ Foundations included

+ Option to add WC/Shower room

+ Option to add combined storage room

SALONS | STUDIOS | GOLFROOMS

www.roomattheback.co.uk
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WITH STYLE, PRECISION
& 30 YEARS OF EXPERTISE

L. 01702 804129

= WE STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE WITH EVERY
JOB THAT WE CARRY OUT

= WE ADOPT A FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL
APPROACH WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL

* PEACE OF MIND THAT WE HAVE 30 YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE IN CONSTRUCTION

+"HONEST + PROFESSIONAL + POSITIVE

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE
DESIGN CONSULTATION

01702 804129

DESIGNER SPACES

¥ HELLO@DESIGNER-SPACES.CO.UK @& DESIGNER-SPACES.CO.UK
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ENVIRONMENT

Alarming
Pollution Levels
Discoveredin
Prittle Brook

any people don‘tknow

that Southend has five

brooks running through
parks, alongside highways and
underneath city streets.

The Eastwood Brook meanders eastwards out of
our city boundaries, its destination, elsewhere.
While the Muckinghall Brook descends from the
north, towards the Thames in the south. A name
change at the Thorpe Hall Avenue roundabout,
transforms it to the Willingale Brook. The Shoe
in Shoeburyness, goes almost unobserved until
it cuts through a Lidl carpark. While the Prittle
Brook runs from Daws Heath through the city
and escapes out past the airport, to join the
River Roach. One might be forgiven for rarely
encountering any of these watercourses, for they
lie almost entirely interred below street level.

it

14 www.oraclepublications.co.uk

These blue spaces not only had provided running
water but recreation. Farm workers would jump
in to cool down after working in the fields around
the airport during the summer. All that came to an
end in the late 1960's, as more houses were built
and increasing wastewater was pumped into the
brooks. These blue spaces were co-opted by the
local council and water board as infrastructure,

to assist in removing rain and wastewater. To this
day they continue to move large quantities of
water, helping to reduce flooding from Leigh to
Shoebury.

Pollntion Concerns Rasfed Locally

Last year, Southend Against Sewage were
contacted by several members who shared their
experiences of living close to Southend's various
brooks. While some members were worried about
flooding to their properties, others noticed the
discolouration to the water and an accompanying
nasty smell. We listened and decided that we

had to take a look ourselves. Our own water tests
in April and September revealed high levels of
phosphates, nitrates, and E.coli. However, being

a large area to investigate we decided to start
with the Prittle Brook between Priory Park and
Southend Airport.

Continued on page 18
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LANDSCAPES
SOUTHEND’S TRUSTED
Landscaping &
Groundworks
Specialists

ESTABLISHED 26 YEARS

| Cal; 07808 777928 fora FR!EE Consultation

lP"

PATIOS - DRIVEWAYS - COMPOSITE - DECKING - LANDSCAPING : GROUNDWORKS

£ @AmaxLandscapes

® 01702469514 & www.amaxlandscapes.co.uk > amaxgroundworks@gmail.com
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NHS b T S

REPLACING
CC OPTICAL
ROSH
PTICS  MmoON-FRI10AM-3PM

EVENING CONSULTATION AVAILABLE ON
REQUEST |APPT BASED OMLY])

01702 382308 | niro@roshoptics.co.uk

BRING YOUR PRESCRIPTION
D | WILL TAKE CARE OF THE REST!

GET READY
FOR SPRING

PROFESSIONALY MEASURED

& FITTED GLASSES AT

20% OFF LOW PRICES
SU!.\’G U ?ES ESSILOR VARILUX SPECIALIST
FREE PARKING ON SITE

High-Quality Frames & Lenses with
affordable prices (Designer & Non-Designer)

Qualified Dispensing Optician with 20
years of experience in the Optical Industry

Prescription SUN, SWIM
& SPORTSWEAR Classes

Reglaze own frame
(subject to condition)
Repairs

UNIT ATl, SEEDBED BUSINESS CENTRE n@
VANGUARD WAY SHOEBURYNESS | SS3 9QY -

&I
IMPERIAL POINTING

R

® Lime mortar Fully insured

® Repointing S5 Ve Bioroat

@ Brick Cleaning S2YSem QI CHPIr enee
@ Brick Restoration A local company

® Chimney Restoration See website for

® HeliBar Installation customer testimonials

Phone: 01702 521802 ® 07875546850

Email: b.stewart@imperialpointing.co.uk
www.imperialpointing.co.uk
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PLUMBER

‘NO CALL OUT FEE’

All taps supplied & fitted.
Dripping taps, shower valves, baths, basins, toilets.
Showers and sinks installed.

Ballvalves, overflows, tanks & cisterns,
blocked drains, manholes & sewers unblocked.
Noisy pipes, radiators & water heating,

Immersion tanks, pumps & macerators.

Toilet seats supplied & fitted, easyoff stopcocks,
toilets raised in height, leaking shower cubicles.
Full bathroom refurbs.

Heating faults, pumps, valves, cold radiators
— & thermostats.

VISA

A B MAINTENANCE LTD
08000837069 - 07795 633969
01702 471284
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ADVENTURE ISLAND
: PRESENTS /

FUNTO PIA—

A INDOOR AMUSEMENT PARK ey,

OPEN ALL EAR ROUND
£50 ANNUAL PASS

12 MONTHS OF.UNLIMITED FUNl  seuse
INCLUDING ADVENTURE ISLAND foed o

N - M T l - - ::,}' - 1
A .:,- & o

14 k

i |

ALL DAY ACCESS T0 THE SOFT
PLAY AND 4 FUNTASTIC RIDES

www.adv




Continued from page 14

So, equipped with E.coli tests and chest waders
we set out to discover what was occurring on

the Prittle Brook. We took E.coli tests at different
locations. We expected that the results would be
higher than in the sea, partly because the brooks
contain runoff and wastewater, but the results
were often 2,000 to 3,000 colonies/100mL Which
is 4—6 times above the Environment Agency
current safety levels. More concerning, we found

a large build-up of earth, wood, and accumulated
detritus around the Priory Crescent (Three Tunnels)
railway bridge. So extensive is this embankment,
that two of the three tunnels are almost blocked
off. The third was flowing but looked like it might
be choked off in time.

A Forgad’ew Waterumg

Close to the tunnels Anglian Water have a
wastewater treatment facility. This facility manages
Southends sewage requirements. Unfortunately,
we found a culvert with running water pouring
into the brook. Above the pipe, the facility can
clearly be seen. Of course, the pipe could originate
from another location, but wherever it's source, it
returned several high E.coli results

18 www.oraclepublications.co.uk

A little further up the brook a large tree had fallen,
its branches holding back the steady flow. Rubbish
had built up, caught on boughs, across the trunk
and clinging to its crown. A sad picture of nature
forlorn, a managed habitat forgotten.

We wrote to the Environment Agency with our
findings, requesting the rubbish be removed, the
tunnels cleared, tree felled away from the brook
and culvert investigated for E.coli contamination.
Finally, we included an offer in helping to clear the
brook, with Environment Agency assistance. We are
yet to receive a reply.

This relatively small section of Prittle Brook, has
numerous problems. The brook while flowing, is
slowly choking underneath our rubbish, silt, and
waterborne debris. Such environments require

management, but being unseen, feels forgotten.

Our hope is that with some care, much
could be done to increase the health of
this blue space and the creatures who
reside within.

by Shah & Alex Haider
On behalf of Southend Against Sewage

ROOFING SERVICES

ALL ROOFING PROBLE FROM FLAT
ROOFS, REPLACEMENT T COMPLETE REFIT.
> Roof Tiling
» Repointing
> Roofing Repairs

Local Family
Business

FULLY INSURED

WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
01268 950 288 | 07733 441 166
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Is Your Turnover Over

£50,000?

Getready for Making Tax Digital for
Income Tax (MTD ITSA) in 2026

We'll helpyou stay compliant!

Privately owned chauffeu i sed mThurpa Bay, Ce
providing Airport Transf > porting Events, * Limited Company Accounts
and Special Occasic i aluxurious « Self Assessment Tax Returns
MercedesV Class Jto 7 passengers. 3
* Bookkeeping & VAT « Payroll & CIS

Quote ORACLE toreceive a 1styear discount

07445153923 %\\’
oo

j\ 1619 London R, Leigh-on-Sea, 559250 SMlTH WATSON

ICAEW Reg: C011005806

| RANSFORM

YOUR HOME

Quality work and customer satisfaction
are our top priorities. Local business with
23 years of experience, we focus on one
job at a time, keeping sites clean and tidy.
Project and site management included.

EXTENSIONS & GARDEN ROOMS
- LOFT CONVERSIONS
- ALTERATIONS
KITCHEN SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION
CARPENTRY AND JOINERY PROJECTS

07890 491 668

GBPINDERLTD.CO.UK

BUILDING AND FROPERTY MAINTENANCE g ra ha m pi nd e r] @g m a I | 'Com
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NEED HOUSE CLEARANCE?

ATS House Clearance, a family-run business,
covering Essex and surrounding areas. We
provide the following services:

» House clearance
« Room clearance

* Single item
removal

* Garage clearance

* Bereavement
clearance

07887 717703

135 Wakering Road, Shoeburyness, SS3 9TN

E: atsheatingandplumbing@hotmail.com

GAS, HEATING

AND PLUMBING

CALL NOW
FORA
FREE

L_ESTIMATE J

A

With over 30 years experience in the industry,
we offer the following services:

* New boiler installation  * Gas safety inspections

* Full central heating * Bathroom suites
* Plumbing
BRAGLE) sate

Robert Bailey Plumbing & Heating Limited
01702 585780

* System upgrades

07725440928
RobBailey15@hotmail.co.uk
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Tree & Garden Services

Trees, Shrubs,
Hedges/Stump Removal

o Fencing » Turfing “

Pressure Cleaning
Garden Clearance
Decorative Stone Supplied & Installed
Patio/Driveway Installation
Gutter Cleaning » Fully Insured

Free Friendly Advice & Quotes
Please call Billy on

07785 966320
01268 855694

"THE JOB'S TOO SMALL"...they all say!

Not for me! | fix.....
Dripping pipes
Blocked sinks
Leaky radiators
Window locks
Sticky doors
Extra sockets
Digital set-ups
Broken gutters

Cracked patios

Fence panels

Even light bulbs changed...sorted!

01702 584732
07970 606416

NO CALL-OUT CHARGES
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";; Rayleigh Glass

windows and conservatories

ENERGY SAVING
FHIG ERSE CUIR S =
GLAZING EXPERTS WHY CHOOSE RAYLEIGH GLASS?

8 & ¢ &840
N e °'V"

SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF:

« PVC-u/Timber/Aluminium windows and doors
« Entrance doors

- Bi-folding and Sliding Doors

« Lantems and rooflights

- Conservatories

* Servicing and Repairs to windows and doors

« Replacement glass

- Conservatory refurbishments and replacements

10 YEAR GUARANTEE

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION!

01702 523 233

www.rayleighglass.co.uk
admin@rayleighglass.com

Windows & Doors Conservatories
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Communities Stand Firm Against
Greenbelt Development [2ezs....

t's anew year and the residents of

Leigh and Hadleigh are continuing

their fight to protect the
Greenbelt, raising concerns about
the Salvation Army Farmland.

Our united campaign group believe that the
Salvation Army are still considering whether to
proceed with the development on the Farmland,
so we have delivered 1,000 leaflets to residents
urging them to write to the Salvation Army with
their concerns.

Preffure Mounls on Landownerf

The Save Hadleigh Farmland residents group
was set up in August 2024, to support the local
community of Hadleigh, and Leigh on Sea, in
the fight to stop the development of thousands
of homes on the Greenbelt. The Salvation
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Army, which owns the historic land, are creating
"suspicion” among residents by refusing to

rule out development, following the exclusion
of the site from the Castle Point local plan. The
campaigners have received email responses
from the charity that have no real answers, so
put together a letter that succinctly makes their
position clear and have sent it to the Salvation
Army Commissioner, Paul Main, to press for a
clear response on whether they intend to pursue
development.

Leigh campaigner, Keith Murray stated that since
the Salvation Army offered the farmland for
development, the proposal has been resolutely
rejected by local residents, Castle Point Council,
Leigh Town Council, Southend City Council, Dame
Rebecca Harris MP, and David Burton-Sampson
MP, with all political party’s united in opposition
to development on this iconic landscape. This lack
of clarity is making the Salvation Army unpopular,
creating suspicion within a community that's
always supported and embraced it, so it's a good
time to remind them of the strength of local
feeling about the potential building on this land

Since the group'’s formation, 8517 people signed
a petition backing the group’s aims, and thanks

to those residents views, Castle Point Council

had excluded the farmland site from its Local
Plan. Our SHF group have continually warned

the Councillors about their local plan, and after
three years in the making, at a cost of £1.7 million,

Continued on page 28
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PAINTING & DECORATING

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
Interior & Exterior

FINGCONTRACTORS
AN EXCEPTIONAL

ROOFING COMPANY
GREAT ROOFING PRICES

FULLY GUARANTEED WORK
OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

1 FLAT ROOFING Il PITCHED ROOFING

@ Over 30 years experience

@ Local, Reliable and Trustworthy

o Established connections to local building trades
@ High Quality service guaranteed
@ References available upon request

o Fully Insured
1 SLATING & TILING I LEAD WORK

1 RUBBER ROOFING I FELT ROOFING
1 ROOF FURNITURE (SKYLIGHTS, ETC.)
B ALLASPECTS OF GUTTER WORK

FREE NO-OBLIGATION QUOTES

CONTACT US TODAY

101702 278474
1 info@bbroofingcontractors.co.uk ﬂ
1 www.bbroofingcontractors.co.uk

o Experience of hanging all wallcoverings
o No job too small!
i)

£

—d
email: ghenrym65@gmailicom &
58 Yarnacott, Shoeburyness S
www.gmhrenovations.co.uk

Where reputation matters

[#]
BTMK - named m.
The Times BestLawg
Firms Report fore

the third S

year in Firms

2 Tow! 20242026

03300 585 222 (24/7L.0cALRATE) * info@btmk.co.uk * www.btmk.co.uk (LIvE cHAT 24/7)
RAYLEIGH
Chillingstone House, 26 Eastwood Road, Rayleigh SS6 7JQ
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA
Madison House, 100 Alexandra Road, Southend SS1 1HQ
LEIGH-ON-SEA
24 Broadway, Leigh-on-Sea SS9 1AW

SOLICITORS
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Forove'rsofea’nrs, arter

Glass has provided quality -~ ¥
double glazingtohomes |
acrossSouthendandthe |
widerEssexarea’ '

W B

rom bespoke windows and
doors to conservatories and
architectural glazing, Carter
Glass has built a long-standing

reputation for quality worl(manship Carter Glass is a founder member of FENSA since
. . 2002. For even more assurance all installations
and reliable service. are covered by an independent 10-year

insurance-backed guarantee underwritten by the
Consumer Protection Association.

Established in 1969, Carter Glass
bgfgan as a local glazing company
offering honest advice rather than
pressure sales. More than 56 years on,
that approach remains central to the
business.

The experienced team help
homeowners make informed
decisions based on their property
and budget. Every installation, from
a single replacement to a full home
upgrade, is carried out with care,
transparency and attention to detail.

24 www.oraclepublications.co.uk February2026



. WAy Choofe Carter &lafs?
Wuu/oulf & 9.00 S TMt . 0{1256yea:'rexperience 7

MA.#{ A Db rence .I * Bespoke glazing solutions for any property

¢ A-rated windows, doors and conservatories

Carter Glass supplies and installs high-quality * Expert installation with minimal disruption
replacement windows and doors designed to * Clear pricing and honest advice

improve insulation, reduce noise and enhance * Fully accredited and insurance-backed guarantees
energy efficiency, including:

 FENSA-certified surveyors.
* uPVC windows and doors: — .
low maintenance and energy efficient

* Aluminium windows and doors:
sleek, modern and exceptionally durable
* Sliding sash windows:
ideal for period and character properties
* Secondary glazing:
discreet thermal and acoustic improvement
* Composite doors:
combining security, style and longevity
* Aluminium bi-fold doors:
designed to open up living spaces

Km//j 7 limprove Your Home?
Please do not hesitate to call or email

today for either free friendly advice or a
free no obligation quote.

All products are made to suit both

traditional and contemporary homes,
with a wide choice of finishes, colours
and hardware.

Call: 01702 546914

www.carterglass.co.uk

Email: sales@carterglass.co.uk
38 Ashingdon Road, Rochford, Essex, SS4 1RD
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Southend Campus Closure:
Standing up
for our city in

Parliament

ecember last year, the University of

Essex announced its decision to close

the Southend campus, a move that
sent shockwaves through our city.

Staff, students and the wider community are now
feeling the consequences of a decision with no
assurances of what this means for their futures.

The closure raises serious questions about access
to higher education and regional inequality. Hidgher
education should never be a privilege reserved for
the few. It should be open to everyone, regardless
of background or postcode.

Real Livef, Real Confequencef

That is why | recently secured an Adjournment
Debate in Parliament on government support for
higher education. It provided an opportunity to
bring the real human impact of this decision into
the national conversation. | spoke about Luly, a
first-year student whose studies have been thrown
into uncertainty; Jane, a long-standing member of
staff who has supported generations of students
through university accommodation; and a lecturer
recruited from Brazil who now faces a 60-day
countdown to deportation if made redundant
under the terms of her skilled worker visa.

Across the country, higher education institutions
are facing unprecedented pressures following

14 years of underinvestment by the previous
administration. The government has acknowledged

26 www.oraclepublications.co.uk
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this challenge, introducing inflation-based
increases to maintenance loans and tuition fees,
alongside plans to rejoin the Erasmus scheme,
which together are expected to provide long
overdue financial relief.

CA.UA:Mﬂ far Further Suppart

While these steps are welcome, | continue to urge
the Government to explore additional support.
We can learn from international examples where T
strong partnerships between universities and
industry drive innovation which provides more
income stability through the commercialisation of
intellectual property, supported by both public and
rivate investment. As reforms to the Intellectual
roperty Office progress, it is vital that universities
are fullﬁ considered. Beyond this, we should
strengthen industry links for students through
work placements and skills-based modules and
seriously examine the reintroduction of university
grants to reduce over-reliance on ever-increasing
international student numbers.

A Long-Term Vifion Needed

It is important that the future of higher education
in places like Southend is shaped through
constructive dialogue and long-term planning.
Universities play a vital role in supporting
- local economies,

developing skills, and
| widening opportunity,

y  and with the right
support they can
continue to do so
sustainably.

I will continue to engage with the
Government and the university to advocate
for a solution that benefits staff, students
and for Southend as a city. ‘

by Bayo Alaba
MP for Southend East and Rochford

01702 844754
§ bayo.alaba.mp@parliament.uk
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ART BLINDS

AND SHUTTERS

Quality Blinds, Curtains, Shutters and Awnings

FREE Awning Motorisation!
Make The Most Of Your Garden This Summer

= Email us
01702 559969 info@artblinds.co.uk

PURCHASE YOUR

SMART BLINDS
FROM ART BLINDS

SMART HOME, SMART LIVING

Perfect Lighting, Energy Efficiency,
Everyday Convenience.

@ ArtBlinds Ltd, 372 London Road, Hadleigh, 557 2DA @ www.artblinds.co.uk
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SAY NO!

T0 WOUSES ON
SALVATION
ARMY

Continued from page 22

Castle Point Council has decided to
progress the plan to the examination
stage. There's no guarantee it will be
found sound by government inspectors, with a
housing target that's 53% of the Government's
target, making an unsound plan with intervention
a reality.

Protecting pemngff anA Nature

We want to engage with the Salvation Army, so
they understand the residents feelings, that the
local plan spelled out, there is no building on this
site, and that current planning rules would object
to any development. The Hadleigh Farmland is
an important area of openness, natural beauty,

28 www.oraclepublications.co.uk

public spaces and biodiversity, so our groups aim
is to get this site protected with an environmental
policy based on agriculture, nature conservation,
ecological restoration, and connectivity for
wildlife.

Southend Facef Widler Straum

This historical site is the birthplace of the
Salvation Army’s Hadleigh Colony, in 1891, as part
of the first General of the Salvation Army William
Booth's social reform project. The site borders

on the Heritage England site for Hadleigh Castle,
built around 1215, which was the subject of John
Constable’s famous landscape painting in 1829,
with the Thames Estuary views, and borders the
387 acre Hadleigh Country Park, which hosted the
2012 Olympic Mountain Bike races.

The Salvation Army state the farmland
has struggled for years due to poor
soil quality, low yields, which
makes farming unviable, with the
area historically known as the
"Badlands”. The poor soil quality
has been well documented
over the last 130 years, even
mentioned by Novelist, Sir Henry
Rider Haggard, who wrote in 1900's,
after visiting the Colony, about the
unskilled labour, who he described as
“wretched men, training them to produce
amazing results from unpromising soil." The
Salvation Army need reminding of their mission
then and what those poor men achieved. Modern
regenerative farming practices would solve soil
infertility, still produce bumper crops, enhance
our natural environment, and the protection of
farming is so important to our food security.

Refudents Devmand Clear Decifion

The message is clear, that any development on
this site has been resolutely rejected by local
residents, and as a charity this cannot be part of
the Salvation Army's mission statement, which will
affect their legacy. We urge the Salvation Army to
end this unhappy episode by publicly announcing
they no longer seek to develop this beautiful
open space, and residents deserve a decision.

The SHF group have campaigned
vociferously and will continue

to challenge any future plans for
development on this site, as we strongly

object to any housing on this farmland.

To support the campaign, email
savehadleighfarmland@gmail.com
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CLIMATEC HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Part of the Climatec Group, Southend's leading manufacturers and
installers of energy efficient windows and doors

Environmentally friendly home improvements
admired by everyone

perience and
expertise of

- [FENSA]

| Registered Company 33254

e

With our high security, energy efficient products in a variety of styles and
colours, we are certain you'll find the right home improvements to give you the
perfect reason to stay indoors these colder months

www.climatec-hi.co.uk
Email chi@climatec-hi.co.uk / Tel 01702 447600

Aluminium and UPVC

windows & doors of all shapes & colour

Traditional & Contemporary
styles to suit all property types

Local
factory & showroom Essex based

Manufacture & Installation
we make, we fit, we guarantee

home inspiration

c o EsE .
Scan here and visit our gallery for % I matec
O 3 . r IMproverme
Climatec Home Improvements are part of the Climatec Group

Fletchers Square, Temple Farm Industrial Estate, Southend-on-Sea, Essex SS2 5RN n@m
Search for Climatec Home Improvements on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for more

Checkatrade.com
Whese neputation matters



NPT and Tradmg Standards Uncover

30

(//

fIllegalG

roactive work by Southend

Neighbourhood Policing Team

(NPT) and the city coundil’s
trading standards officials led to
the discovery of £12,000-worth of
illegal products.

Three stores suspected of handling stolen
goods were targeted, with a search at one
shop on the edge of the city centre revealing
1lle§al tobacco pouches, cigarettes, vapes

children’s toys that didn't meet safety
regulations. The items were discovered hidden
in a cavity behind a false wall.

Sl‘,‘oc# Seuz.ez/ Myejtlgﬁﬁon 0

F ”Iﬁ The stock was
ey S€ized and will
= be destroyed. The
‘{ business owners
“W will be interviewed
under caution
before a decision
| is made about
whether the council will prosecute.

The worlcis part of the NPT's crackdown

on shoplifting in the city. Officers are using
forensic DNA marking on products that are
frequently stolen so they can be traced back to
the shops they originated from.

Shops are also being encouraged to sign up to
a responsible retailer scheme where they will
pledge to only buy products from reputable
sources.

Stolen To Order Claums

A/Sgt Lois Greenlees leads the operation and
believes that many items are being stolen to
order:

"Retailers in the city are being repeatedly hit,

ds

a el . \ ﬁé&."’a /K

and items are being offloaded quickly. You're
not going to steal detergent or chocolate

in bulk unless you're confident you've got
somewhere to sell it on.

"This is all linked to drug use with people
stealing to access quick cash to feed their
addictions. By using DNA marking and tar%etmg
shops where we believe stolen items are being
sold on, we're looking to cut off that market.

"Trading Standards have extensive search
powers and by working together, getting
support from retailers and making frequent
spot checks, we are confident we can drive
down offending.”

hted

Health Risky Highli
Cllr Martin Terry, Cabinet Member for

Community Safety and Regulatory Services,
added:

"Illegal tobacco and counterfeit vapes

are dangerous, harm people’s health, and
undermine honest local businesses. They're
often linked to organised crime, which is why
working in partnership with Essex Police is so
important.

“I'm very pleased with the outcome of this
recent joint operation, where our Trading
Standards officers uncovered nearly £12,000
worth of illegal products, including cigarettes
hidden in roof insulation. These items will now
be destroyed, and those responsible will face
further action. Trading Standards have the
powers to prosecute offenders, and we will use
them where necessary.

"This sends a clear message: Southend
will not tolerate criminal trading, and we
will continue joint operations to keep
these harmful goods off our streets.”

Keep up to date with the latest news from Essex Police on facebook.com/EPSouthend and @EPSouthend on Twitter.

www.oraclepublications.co.uk
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Win £20,000 CASH when you
replace your glass!

We’re celebrating 20 years of
excellence — and you could win
£20,000 in our Anniversary
competition! To enter, simply spend
£500 or more with us between now
and the end of August 2026.

For over 20 years, Cloudy2Clear,

a trusted family-run business, has

been the UK’'s leading domestic glass
replacement specialists, serving as
your One-Stop Shop for all your
glazing requirements — and now we're
marking this milestone with an exciting
competition where one lucky customer
will win £20,000! We take pride in
generating our own leads, crafting
tailored quotes, and manufacturing

our own glass using only the highest-
quality materials to ensure exceptional
results. Unlike competitors, we

never use subcontractors— our team
consists entirely of skilled, in-house
professionals, guaranteeing consistent
quality and reliability. Every glass unit
we fit comes with a 25-year guarantee,
complemented by comprehensive after-
sales care, providing you with lasting
peace of mind.

‘Why opt for costly full window frame
replacements that lead to unnecessary
redecoration expenses? By replacing

only the failed glass unit, we save you
money and minimise disruption —
perfect for qualifying for our £20,000
erize draw while upgrading your home.

oin over 344 000 satisfied customers
who trust our ethical, affordable service.
Failed double glazing can compromise
your home’s protection and energy
efficiency, so check your windows
today to avoid future costs.

Since 2005, Cloudy2Clear has been
committed to saving customers money
while supporting local communities.
Manager Chris Miller explains, “Our
focus is on replacing ij:}ls‘ the glass, not
the entire window, which reduces costs
and upheaval. As a One-Stop Shop,
we manage everything— from lead
generation to crafting premium glass
with a 25-year guarantee and dedicated
after-sales support —making us the
smart, cost-effective choice in any
economy.”

Ask me about our
fantastic Energy
Saving Glass.

For a free quote (and your chance to
enter the competition),

call 0800 61 21 118 or visit

www. cloudy2clear.co.uk today!

(Prize draw 28/8/2026 - T's&C's apply.
Visit www.eloudy2elear.co .k for more
information)

Have Your Windows
Steamed Up?

All glazing backed by our

25

YEAR

GUARANTEE

“I really liked the fact
that they were a local
community-run business”

=] "r!h‘?‘!lil
e
Efi ME 2

We are a [=] s
B o Checkatrade -
Janet Bear Member Get a FREE Quote

Your trusted local expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

EI 7:*} 0800 6131118

Glass, it’s better when it’s clear! www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Glass, it’s better when it’s clear! X [

February 2026
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Update from
Essex Chambers of Commerce

irst, Happy New Year to you! Whilst November’s Budget did not

impose any significant new taxes on business, which was welcome,

we know that many businesses, especially in the hospitality sector,
which is so important to Southend, are feeling the pinch and concerned
about steep rises in business rates as well as the cumulative impact of
other pressures already being experienced. The result is that business

confidence remains in a slump.

Hope far Facrer Ratef

The one chink of light is that the
government does seem prepared

to listen and on occasion respond

to pressure — witness the rollback
(U-turn) on pubs. We at the Chambers
will continue to support the British
Chambers of Commerce’s pushback
to government and the campaign for
a proper, thorough reform of business
rates so that the sudden, hefty
increases that affect all businesses
are removed. Ultimately a system that
is more closely linked to turnover,
profitability or some other measure
of ability to pay must be the goal. Any
ideas from readers on a fairer system
would be gratefully received!

Mayjor Plans Delage// Agpu:w

Since our last update the government
has announced a two-year
postponement of the introduction of

a Mayoral strategic authority for Essex.

We are disappointed that an election
for a Mayor will not now take place in
May this year. Although it does make
some sense to elect a Mayor at the
same time as the local government
reorganisation is complete the
timetable was government's own so

the need to postpone could have been

avoided.

32
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Reform Still O Track.

The postponement does not affect the
process of local government reform

which will go ahead as planned, with

the aim of %eing completed by 2028. 'Y
The consultation on this subject has ‘
now closed so we await with interest

the government’s decision on how

many new unitary authorities will

replace the existing fifteen upper and

lower tier councils in Essex.

Change Briugj Long-Term Beweﬁtf ¢
Whatever the decision, the

reor%anisation will be an enormous and
challenging task to complete whilst |
keeping service delivery on track —so

we wish our local council and those

across Essex good luck! We believe

the change will, in the end, bring
simplification and efficiency to local
government service delivery as well as
cost savinFs and better value for money
for council tax and business rate payers.

If you have any comments or questions
please contact lain McNab, (Head of Policy)
at iainmcnab@essexchambers.co.uk

EsSsex S

Local Support, International Reach
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W Th‘rAngl Inn®

0’“/1/ ém} @0‘ 0”/&‘ 2 Courses - £28 per person

@ 3 Courses - £33 per person

RESERVE ONLINE! =

67@4% y
g/p {
o 1
Sunday 15" March

Bringjthelnioleyc

VIEW THE FULL MENU ON OUR WEBSITE
Bar & Restaurant s Daily Specials = Real 'Ales
Ope‘n'ing Hours: Monday-Saturday 12pm=11pm | Sunday 12pm-10pm

Y Parsons Corner, North Shoebury SS3 8UD
angelinnpub.co.uk 01702589600 info@angelinnpub.co.uk
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FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

01702 845142

Stylish or traditional Whatever type of door
windows installed, you're looking for, we installation, or are looking
repaired, and replaced can fit, repair and to make the existing space
with care. replace them! more usable, we can help!

/ ,\ Windows, Doors, Conservatories and More! ENS
cstonay wioows  FIT TING EXPERTS IN SOUTHEND  checkatrade

LTD

@ @estuarywindows (@) info@estuarywindows.co.uk @ estuarywindows.co.uk B@windowsestuary

>~ N

applecheck

~ Apple Computer Networks
ZQ‘Repai_rs, Sales & IT Support =~

”

Tel: 01.702°68000
P'*Wwiﬁliaﬁﬁf@fﬁﬁﬁ%co)gkﬂl

L ettt
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YOUR BOILER NEEDS US PN
 Your BoILER NEEDS US [IEHA-ANSETEES

ATS Services have over 40 years of experience in Roofing Solutions Ltd
the Plumbing & Heating industry. We offer a i )
friendly, professional service throughout Essex. ® Roof Repairs ® Guttering / UPVC
® Dry Verge / Dry Ridge
Boiler Installations ® Flat Roofs @ Chim“eys

® New Roofs

Boiler Repairs

Heating Installations
Heating Repairs

Plumbing Installations

Plumbing Repairs

Experienced Gas Engineers

Gas Safe Registered

Commercial and residential

07887 717703

135 Wakering Road, Shoeburyness, SS3 9TN
E: atsheatingandplumbing@hotmail.com

Email: info@Quniqueroofingsolutions.co.uk
35 Progress Road, Leigh on Sea, SS9 5PR

Specialists in Marble and Granite
BBEY Kitchen & Bathroom Worktops
MARBLE : . .
EAST ANGLIALTD Tailor-made Fireplaces to suit your home

Units 8-9 Robert Leonard Industrial Estate, Stock Road, Southend-on-Sea SS2 5QD
Call: 01702 615760 www.abbeymarble.co.uk
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On the plot

eed potatoes are in stock now and
should be chitted before plantin
to encourage strong, early growth.
Chillies and early tomatoes can be sown
this month for heated glasshouses,
iving them plenty of time to establish
efore spring. February is also an
excellent time to plant fruit trees, with a
wide selection available, along with soft
fruits such as raspberries, blueberries
and currants. Take advantage of quieter
days to give your greenhouse a thorough
spring clean, removing algae, debris and
old pots to create a healthy growing
environment for the months ahead.

In the Garden

Evergreen shrubs can be pruned this
month to maintain shape and encourage
fresh growth. Roses, wisteria and
clematis also benefit from pruning now,
helping to promote strong flowering
later in the year. Sweet peas can be sown
indoors ready for plantin%out in spring,
while summer-flowering bulbs such

as lilies and nerines can be planted in
borders or containers. Tidy up perennials
by removing dead leaves and old stalks,
and trim deciduous hedges before birds
begin nesting. If conditions allow, give
your lawn its first light cut to freshen it
up after winter.

By the pond

February is a good time to clean pond
filters and service pumps, ensuring
everything is working efficiently before
spring. Remove any dead leaves or
decaying plant material from the water
to maintain good water quality. Take a
little time to observe your fish, checking
their general health as they begin to
become more active.

About the house:

Houseplants will appreciate being
repotted this month, giving roots more

www.oraclepublications.co.uk

Drys to Revuesnb oy
2nd Feb
Hedgehorgusg{,

14th Febrya
Valentine’s Dg/
14th-21¢ Febru
i E]
Nationa| Nest Box Wg!ék
20th February
: Love Your pet Day

space and fresh compost to support
new growth. Citrus trees can also

be repotted if needed. As amaryllis
flowers fade, deadhead them to keep
plants tidy and healthy. It's also a great
time to explore our beautiful range of
plant pots and houseplants currently
1n stock, perfect for refreshing indoor
spaces.

Family & Friends

With Valentine’s Day on 14th
February, it's a lovely opportunity

to treat someone special. The

2nd of February marks Hedigehog
Day, a reminder to be mindful of
wildlife in the garden. National Nest
Box Week runs from 14th to 21st
February, making it the ideal time to
put up nesting boxes, a wide range

is available in our Pets & Wildlife
department. As the weather remains
cold, continue to hang fat balls and
keep bird feeders well stocked. And
don't forget the 20th of February is
‘Love Your Pet Day’, a perfect excuse
to spoil your furry friends.

Tip

When putting up nest boxes, face
them between north and east to avoid
strong sunlight and the wettest winds.

Pic#af the month
* House: Anthuriums

Shrubs: Roses

Climbers: Clematis armandii

Fruit: Raspberries, currants,
blackberries and blueberries

Follow morleynurseries.com for ideas
on how to encourage your children to

enjoy gardening and much much more

Sponsored by M‘_i:_,rley

urserie [Wakariog) Lia
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Mend or replace Proudly Providing the Complete Service
draughty windows and
help those energy bills!

.

e wRooW wan
[rmn

Windows handles
Locks

Hinges

Misted or broken glass
Adjusting windows or doors
Door knockers

Panels

Specialist installers and service engineers in all
forms of double glazing, triple glazing, UPVC,
aluminium and hardwood windows, doors,

conservatories and roof line.

All new installations are fully guaranteed,

FENSA registered and also come with an contaCt us tOday for your

independent security guarantee against

breakins. We repair all types of windows, doors
and conservatories. We offer a full range of o 1 2 6 8 52 7 1 1 2
security upgrades and service packages.

We also provide break in assistance. info@thewindowmanessex.net

THE W'iN DOW MAN WINDOWS | DOORS | INSTALLATION | REPAIRS

f ©@ @thewindowmanessex www.thewindowmanessex.net
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ou get two cakes in one with this

unusual bake. An easy chocolate

cake layer on the bottom,
topped with a delicious rocky road layer
of chocolate studded with walnuts,
raisins, marshmallows and Maltesers.

"“ For the chocolate cake, heat the oven to 180c/
fan160/gas 4 and grease and line the base and
sides of a 20cm/8inch square cake tin

Gently melt the butter in a large pan, cool for 5
minutes, then stir in the sugar, eggs, flour and
coa and beat well. Spoon into the tin and
lfl:velthe surface then bake for 35 minutes until
skewer comes out clean.

\‘make the topping, gently melt the butter
S igar and syrup together. Cool for 15 mins then
ir in the marshmallows, Maltesers, raisins and
Lnuts. ‘Make sure the chocolate is cool or the
"~ marshmallows will melt. Spoon on top of the
fi cake and lightly spread to cover completely.

Leave to setin a cool place, then remove from
the tin and remove the paper. Cut into squares
and eat. Will keep in a tin/Tupperware in a cool
place for 2-3 days or freeze.

www.oraclepublications.co.uk

by Judy Barden

Next month'’s recipe:
Lime marmalade Chicken

INGREDIENTS (CUTS INTO 16)

For the chocolate cake

* Forthe chocolate cake
* 175g/60z butter, plus extra for greasing
* 200g/80z light brown soft sugar

* 2largeeggs
* 140g/50z self-raising flour

* 50g/20z cocoa powder

For the rocky road

* 100g/40z butter
* 300g/110z dark chocolate, roughly chopped

* 3tbsp golden syrup
* 12 marshmallows, halved with scissors
* 85g/30zmaltesers N

* 85g/30zraisins s
* 50g/20z walnut halves




rPULSE
FIEATING

/s yowr healing system
5/0 gor Winler?

> Boiler servicing > General plumbing

> Boiler breakdown installations & repairs ¢
& repairs > New bathrooms

> New baoiler installations & Wet rooms

> System upgrades > Gas safe registered

> Power flushing engineer

> Fault finding > Fully insured

Call today to book your heating system in
for a Pulse Heating Winter Health Check.

01702 27 7010 | 07527 567236

REGISTER

terry@pulseheating.co.uk | pulseheating.co.uk

Loose tile, minor leak or storm damage, our

ROOFING & GUTTERING small roof repairs keep your home protected

LeighonSea: 01702277650  Freephone: 08005316704  Mobile: 07846 067 410

m Chimney's Rebuilt ® Tanking/Rendering ~ m Small Roof Repairs ® NewRoofs ~ m Slate Roofs
m Guttering Roof Repair  m Fascias & Soffits m Eaves Protection Sys m Flat Roofs ®m Gutter Cleaning (frm £50)

nd Email: barrettsroofingandguttering@gmail.com
= Address: 35 Progress Way, Leigh On Sea, Essex, SS9 5PR

Cheekatrade harrettsroofingandguttering.
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Rightio

' q-% Plumbers

01702 272 990

OUR SERVICES

v/ Boiler Breakdowns
< v Boiler Servicing

We work in Thorpe Bay, v Radiators & Pipes
The Garrison, West v Tanks & Cylinders
Shoebury, Southchurch, v Toilets & Taps

Leigh-on-Seq,
Chalkwell, Westcliff and v Leaks & Bursts

all surrounding areas. v/ Showers
v Clearing Blockages

v’ Fast Response V' Gas Safe Certified
v' All Work Guaranteed v Pipework

v/ Highly Experienced Replacement
v’ Clear Pricing

»12Month <= » OAP <« » 1-2 Hour «
guarantee Discount Response

on labour! Speak to time!

Excludes blockages us tOde! 65092]

www.oraclepublications.co.uk February2026




BUSINESS AVe BV
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So YRR of Shoeburyness

TOPPricesPAID

Gold wanted.

® Today's high prices paid for gold
® Bring your unwanted gold FULL
coins/jewellery in to be valued in JEWELLERY
exchange for the best price you could
hope FnI:?O Broken gnlf[, nn;cnnditinn REPAIR
® Use that unwanted jewellery and put
it towards something you really want.

SERVICE

WE HAVE NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER LOCAL
BUSINESS WITH A SIMILAR TRADING NAME

OVER 1,000 WEDDING STYLES AVAILABLE
89 West Road, Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 9DT

01702 292 472

enquiries@andrewsltd.co.uk
www.andrewsltd.co.uk

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?

Contact Dave for a FREE quote

07399 932 211

needanelectrician@aol.com
ALL WORK FULLY

GUARANTEED AND INSURED

¢ NO JOBTOO SMALL

e CIRCUITRY FAULT FINDING

* EXTRA LIGHTS AND SOCKETS
e CONSUMER UNIT UPGRADES
e SECURITY LIGHTING

* 24 HOUR CALL OUT e
« NO CALL OUT CHARGE  (OF3

CERTIFICATED DIAMONDS SUPPLIED

ALL ITEMS ARE FULLY INSURED WHILST WITHIN o =
OUR CARE, PLUS INSURANCE WORK IS UNDERTAKEN N —— OAP s 20% Ei&"
wndived Good\mll reduction Ouah"ed

SOUTHEND'S | 1
LOCAL ROOFING |/
COMPANY £

AN

ALL ASPECTS
ROOFING

Ge— = || WORKS GUARANTEED - FREE ESTIMATES

PITCHED ROOFS - Strong, durable, and expertly installed
FLAT ROOFS - Sleek, modern, and watertight

LEAD WORKS — Precision and perfection for lasting results
VELUX WINDOWS - Brighten your home with natural light
FASCIAS & SOFFITS — Protect your roofline with style
GUTTERING - Keep the rain where it belongs

REPAIRS - Fast, reliable fixes to keep you covered
LOFT CONVERSION —Transform your unused space

cal: 01702 618 459 / 07973 344494

ALL ASPECTS ROOFING

m Asmall family-run business with over 23 years
of experience in theroofing trade. We cover

everything from small repairs to new roofs. Al
ourwork is carried out to the highest standard.

@ allaspectsroofing.org ‘4 allaspectsroofing@yahoo.co.uk [l allaspectsroofingsouthend
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GUESS THE MOVIE
BRAINBOK ' Name the title of the movie

from the description below.

7 218 9 Description:
8|2 51| 1 7 Each attempt at escape leads nowhere new,
forcing a life to be examined in full, stripped
4159|686 2 8 of shortcuts, until patience, empathy, and
humility quietly rewrite the rules.
6| 4 9 7 Name the movie:
3|5 4 Z | — Y
3|2 5| 4 CONUNDRUM - Unscramble to solve the clue.
7 1 4 G|RJ|AfJC|fY[MJA[N(fD
Clue: A sweet message sent to someone special (often with sweets attached).
2|64 8
NEXT
3 615 9 WORD LADDER - Climb the

ladder, changing one letter each
rung to make a new word.

SUDOKU - Enter numbers into the blank
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 BUSY
box contains the numbers 1 to 9.

CROSSWORD

Complete the crossword from the clues provided below.

Across Down
7 \r/]Vhe(;eE rungc))urs may be 1 Generous supply (4,7)
2,3,
Dearlt 5) 2 House of Charlesland Il (6)
eplete
Lover of uliet (5) 3 Scene of battle for e.g. Williams
dM 65
10 Consume(3) i)
11 Posed(3) 4 Raconteur(11)
12 Mousse (3) 5 Thinstratum (4)
13 Simltjltar(\e;)usﬁringof 6 Apparently (2,5,4)
artillery (5
.ry 12 Approach (2,4)
15 Respiratory organs (5)
16 Echo(11) 14 Molten rock (4)

Find the folutions on our website
www.oraclepublications/brainbox

£ ruar_y2026



Y&UR NO.1 CHOICE
FOR BATHROOM &
'SHOWER SUPPLIES

@ 01702 463363

www.stannsbuildingsupplies.co.uk
Bentalls Close, Sutton Road, Southend-on-Sea SS2 5PT

_7_,___.\‘__—,_.\._.. ‘_Ffﬂ_,_“__,.

Building Supplies

ol 'HH )_© 0 4 r‘ ) _6_© q ra ,...5 ,,
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WW.MORLEYNURSERIES.CO.UK
’ & A qu(/y—rm Garden Cenlre
b O

,,
ff‘ 4
+ g

SEASONAL BEDDING #8 TEAROOM
SHRUBS & TREES 83 AGGREGATES
FIREPITS $8% HOUSE PLANTS
GARDEN FURNITURE $8 GIFTS
HOMEWARE $8 MACHINERY
SHEDS & GREENHOUSES $fR CAKE
ALL DAY BREAKFAST $83 PET FOOD
GARDEN CARE % OUTDOOR POTS
COMPOST ¥R WATER FEATURES

MORLEY NURSERIES (WAKERING) LTD. SOUTHEND ROAD,
GREAT WAKERING, ESSEX, SS3 0PU
EMAIL: ENQUIRIES@MORLEYNURSERIES.CO.UK

=] =]
TEL: 01702 585668 %ﬂ"s
] 5

www.oraclepublications.co.uk February2026




.- \ " ‘ H - mf_';‘.';-a\ s ’i d
1 memb 5 ey
?

NEW YEAR

AVAILABLE [
AN o2

Ny LIKE FOR LIKE
QUOTE!
N

Discounts + Interest Free ' \
Credit Available

FREE quote and survey

Resistant to moss & algae
and maintenance free

All waterproofing products come
with our LIFETIME GUARANTEE

*T&Cs apply - Please

Unique anti-slip finish that can be walked on 568 websits fo

For fréi_e adirig:e.'.f_reé np'obli_Qati'dn-Cji_iot_a}tiori,:bﬁ.ac'htxre-' and free sa_mplé
' on request.contact us on 01702.967060.0r visit wwuwv.flatroofs.net.

fent,
& proran [BAUDER §°a 9"% HomePro
e ©)
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ACCOUNTING FURNITURE RESTORERS MARBLE WORKTOPS

Azets 8 Richard Attfield 16 Abbey Marble 35
Smith Watson Accountants 19 GARDEN CENTRES PAINTING & DECORATING

AIRPORT & TRANSFERS Morley Garden Centre 44  IACox&Sons 4
Air & Back 46 GARDEN ROOMS PATIO, DRIVEWAYS & DECKING
Thorpe Executive Cars 19 R he Bacl Amax Groundworks Ltd 15
BLIND, SHUTTERS & CURTAINS oom at the Back 12 PLUMBING & HEATING

Art Blinds 27 GARDEN SERVICES . AB Maintenance Ltd 16
BUILDING, MAINTENANCE & REPAIR Billy's Tree & Garden Services 20 ATS Heating & Plumbing Services 35
Designer Spaces 13 GLASSES / SPECTACLES Robert Bailey Heating & Plumbing 20
First Class Building, Maintenance 12 Rosh Optics 16 Rightio Plumbing

G B Pinder Ltd 19 HANDY MAN Pulse Heating Ltd 39
Sharp Space 11 Piper Construction 20 PROPERTY RENOVATIONS

BUILDING SUPPLIES T 5 M. Propertv Maintenance 4 Estuary Property Solutions Ltd. 7
St.Ann's 43 nhM.rroperty PUBLIC HOUSE

CHAUFFEURS HOLIDAY COTTAGE The Angel Inn 33
Thorpe Executive Cars 19 Church House Cottage 1 REPOINTING & BRICK CLEANING
DENTAL CARE HOME IMPROVEMENTS Imperial Pointing 16
Royal Mews 47 GMH Renovations 23 ROOFING SERVICES

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIR HOUSE CLEARANCE All Aspects Roofing 41
Cloudy 2 Clear 31 ATS House Clearance 20 Barretts Roofing & Guttering 39
ELECTRICAL HOUSINGCARE BB Roofing Contractors 23
Emergency Electrician 46 . Hi-Tech Membrane 45
Need an Electrician 41 Piers Lodge 2 P Howarth Roofing 18
ENTERTAINMENT & LEISURE IT & TRAINING Unique Roofing 35
Funtopia - Adventure Island 17 Good Change People 7 SOLICITORS

Genting Casino Westcliff 6 IT SUPPORT BTMK 23
ESTATE AGENTS Applecheck 34  WINDOWS & DOORS

Hunt Roche 3 JEWELLERS Carter Glass Co 24,25
ESTATE PLANNING Climatec Home Improvements 29
CWSE 5  AV.&B.V. Andrews 41 Estuary Windows LTD 34
FINANCIAL ADVISER KITCHENS & BATHROOMS Rayleigh Glass 21
Jury Financial Solutions 12 Paul Newman Interiors 48 The Window Man Essex 37

<{—AdrportFransfer Speetalts

Air & Back, the airport-transfer specialists, provide
an efficient and friendly door-to-door transfer to and
from your airport, seaport or other destination.

Emergency Electrician
Established locally
over 25 years

Get your holiday or business trip off to a comfortable
start with an effortless transfer from Air & Back.

> Polite, experienced and
well-presented drivers.

Fully-comprehensive insurance
including Hire & Reward.

> Faults our speciality
¥ Drivers and vehicles licensed
,.).

No Job too small
Special rates for OAP’s
No call out charge

by the local authority.

Detailed confirmation to you
the day before departure.

Contact us for a competitive quote
airandback@yahoo.co.uk
Mobile: 07903 301086

Tel: 01702 435722 / Great Wakering §S3 0AR
Mention ‘Oracle’ when booking

CITY *STANSTED * GATWICK #LUTON *HEATHROW
TILBURY * SOUTHAMPTON *LONDON »* PLUS MORE

46 www.oraclepublications.co.uk

07778 653339
01702 535232

Tel:
Tel:

February2026



FREE
Implant Consultation

Your perfect smile starts here,
expert advice at no cost.

FREE Invisalign / Angel
Aligners Consultation

Discover how straight your
teeth could bel

We provide a comprehensive

Teeth Whitening range of care, advice, and
Only £250 freatments, some of which you
Get a brighter, whiter smile may not hav_e CIS‘SOCICﬂ.ed 'Wlfh s
with safe, dentist-approved dental practice, including:
whitening.
See the Hygienist _
Anyone can book a hygienist Er{:}g;
clean with airflow stain
removal, even if you are not ® Hygjenist service m Periodontal freatment
registered with the practice. including airflow -
m Invisalign (free consultation)
m Teeth whitening
BOOK ONLINE B Emergency appointments
or via reception ® Smile makeovers

Book an appointment via our website: |24

t =i 3

im

Call us on 01702 352450  scoweien 477k
e | info@royalmewsdentalpractice.co.uk r’o O mews

w: royalmewsdentalpractice.co.uk DENTAL PRAGTICE
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paulnewman

interiors

DESIGNING & INSTALLING - KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BEDROOMS | HOME OFFICE | INTERIORS

“We’ve Been Crafting Beautiful Spaces
for Over Four Decades.”

Paul Newman Interiors Limited =T
136 High Street, Hadleigh, Essex, SS7 2PB @ TRUSTMARK

01702 552868

5.0 *kkik (5

www.paulnewmaninteriors.co.uk - info@paulnewmaninteriors.co.uk



